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at 55 AC6H  Conaden

First of all I would like to give just 2 very guick genersl backeround of the
Oareer Pattern Study, the'way that we are working and what we are doing, We
sterted off about three yesrs agoe in Middletown, New York, We took 211 of the
boys in the high school in the ninth grede snd 211 the boys in the Junior High
Sehool in the eighth grade, & totsl of 280, split elmost in half between the
two grades and began working with them, Middletown High School, Middletownh. o »
rather is & town of approximately 50,000 or 60,000 in the town with = good deal
of farm population around, Some forty-five - what is it, Ray, 60 miles from
Hew York Clty? ‘"Seventy-two.” Seventy-two - Ray drives the car (fades out)-

S0 this will give you & 1little ides of the basie of this thing,

Now the concept that we have come to work with in Cereer Pattern Study - and it is a

term thet is surprisingly enough is not used in the literature or at lenst is

not used verw_af%an~«~1 could not find any special references to 1t—was voos-
tional maturi§y. This ie surprising because you find all sorts of maturities,
emotional, intellectusl, physieal, ete, ete., but no voeational maturity, So

we picked this term to use as 2 spossidle bag into which we eould put our measure-
ments and whatever else we collected from the boys into some - we would collect
811l of this materisl (inaudible because of coughing in background) under one, . . L
end we hit on voeational meturity, which we define as the ability to make voon-

tional decieions and sdjustments whieh are sporonriazte $o a given stage of gen-

eral development,

In the past, guidance people have very little depending upon and using materials
from other resources snd other skills, We have not drawn upon sonlal payehology,
enthropolégy and some of the other diaaipiln@ﬁ. Our operations in the Career
Pattern Study are an attempt to bring into the meterisl that we are cellecting

on these boys materisls that will be useful and would normally be collected in



& study thet would inelude soeinlogieal vrincinies, developmentsl orineinles, eto,
e feel that vocmtionnl maturity wonld be messured along some time continvum mm of
vocational development which would be a phase of penersl develooment, And we

feel that this specinl study because of the emphssis ., . .on work in sour culture,
It ie the »bility we feel tn use effectively the sxpevieneces which sre ANOPORY i~
ateé to the present 1ife stage in so far &3 these are relsted to voosti~nal cholce
and adjustment, It is bugtzhfinéd;parhaps in terms of the aporosch to the tech-
niques unsed in voentional orientetion and cholee in terms of the specifieity of

the occmnétianal goal, What we have done, whet we are trving to do = I have to
voint out that ss we got involved in the astudy we are continually chenging things
rmoving with whet might come out in seminers cr/ignaral discusniong among the staff,
We have not ninned snything down definitely nt the nrewent time. We sre still in
the feeling mremnd stege, in tha/iiigawhere we are snalyzing data to try and find
ont exnetly how it will fit into our concept. We heve broken vocmtionel moturity
down into some five criteria, I think thet {f you heve gotten sme of our handouts
on the first oage you can run down through those five, Resdiness to Bhonee, Con-
simbency of Swecifie Purnosea, COrystallizstion of Treite, Informetion and Plsnning,
and The Wisdem of Vocationsl Preferences; nnd again we subdivided those inte the
AyB,C,D's and a0 on that you find there under the . ., .; and within esch of those
subheadings we hnave again broken them down into points of what we crll messuredble
unite of one aort or annther to help us give some =sort of scoring aystem to these
boys on & vocatinnal meturity, However, we are trying to get sway from simoly
scores and the results of tests; »nd thie ia where we fesl thot we are adling some~
thing to whnat hes nlresdy been done in guldance 2 far as predlction in choloe is
concerned, Our study devends oulte hesvily upon blogrphieal meterisl which we fesl
have collected in kkmxwimw interviews, But let me leave that until » few minutes
later when I go into more woneeific detrils of the atudy 1tself. We hopd thet we
will be sble %o work up 2 profile on esch of the boya nt each stage of their develop~

ment, & nrofile of vocstionsl meturity which will ~ thege ecriteris will give us



some sort of profile much like that of, say the Strong or the MMPR's which the
counselor might be able to use, A glance at thie profile, giving hin » fedling
for the voeational develooment at & particulsr stage,

Let me swing over now to whet we have done =nd this will be something that perhaps
you can work against to something very specifie. Ve started three years ago, actuale-
ly four years ago when the first seminers were held and the fivet ideas begon to
develop sbout such a study, After the preliminsyy srrangements had been mede and
Middletown decided om, Tr, Super end three of his aseistents went %o Hiddletown
and lived there for a year. Turing that time they tested and interviewed ¢he boys
in the eighth and nine grades, The listw of test ad thet time wan to about twenty,
(I don't xnow if you have the metual 1ist or not -)Yes, These tests are on the

second page which inecluded ss you can see, gloncing down through there, tests of

‘ &
intellectusl ability, interests, tests - socilometrie devices, some move of/psychologi-

o8l tests, such as the TAT and Incomplete HSenbences, The tests were not the only
things thet we were interested in, Our interests ag I previously mentioned were on
the inberviews, We had with esch of the boys four interviews n pisce, efineh each
interview running about thirty-five minutes, the lenshth of the school period,
I think the interviews zgain are outlined on the third page., These interviews in-
cluded school activites (one interview), out-of-school activities, family setivities,
fomily relationships, and then the fourth with planning., We were not interested
in just asking what they were going to doy we were interested aleo in how they felt
about these things, what their relationships with their éawr geoup or with adults
in these retivities were. ‘e wanted to get the feelings of the boys, We were
sctually more interssted in the feelings than the raw number of astivities PO P
ticipated in,

the
We hed interviews with/nerents of each of the boys, both parents 1f poseible snd

usually the mobher vhen 1% wae impossible to get hold of the father, These ine

=
=



terviews ineluded the percevtion of the boys by their parents, the parents' feel-
ings sbout the boy'e vlane and whet the parents hoped the boy misht get into and
then information on the family backgroumd, what the family is doimg as a grouvvyxe
tnd as individuals; vhere the family had come from what sort of md jobs the

parents had in the past, what Jjobs the grandperents had hed, materisls on the

valuss thet the parente had about work and about life in gener2l, In addition to
thess thinge we nlgo did 2 socio-economic study of the town iteelf =nd more speci-
fically of the parents and families £ of our boys, Ve used the Warner method in

ra ting the jobs and rating the houses and the living conditione of the perents,

One of the final things that we did with the community survey of the occupnationsl
possibilitiee in Middietown, what were the normsl entering jobs, how fast did boys
or méen move shead, what could they e xpect, what were the ., . .that they could ex-
pect to get into., Ve attempted to touch, s2nd I think we did a pretty good job

of 1%, %o geb in touch with the owners or mansgers of every industry, every business
in town, so that we had m pretty comvlete oscunational deseription of Middletown end

of the jobs thet were there,

What we are trying to do in 21l of this is set forth in Don Super's article in the

firet issne of founs

oling Peychology, so far as the theoretiesl background is con-
cerned, We hope %o be able to pick up themes running through the lives of these
boys and men, We plan the 8tudy to last for twenty years which will follow our
veople through until they asre well established in their jobs so that we cen pieck
up the things that & do run through the lives of theee kids, not simply the oce-
cupation themes but also paychologionl themes; the things that relate perhzps to
Jobm selection and later Job adjustment, It may,ba in this ares where our grestest
contribution may lie., Ve feel that it mey be that we will find certain peonle
have one sort of theme running all the way through from their early school experi-
ence, Jumping araundﬂ?rnm one %h;;;r;;_;5555557(5§§; which carries over to their
oceupat ional experience. You may find thet there sre themes of stick-to-iveness

of stiecking Yo the Job, not only on the jJob itself but alse earlier in their school



srperiences, This is the sort of things that ve are ettemnting to met o2b, Yelve
Just oome back from our first follow-up-in Middletown~of the boye who were former
1y in the ainth grade, At this time we had siven them almost the same battery of
tests, Ye drovped out » few of those = you can tell by the stare on the second
vage asgain, those teate whieh heve been given tn the twelfth graders aince thewe
bays sre now seniors, looking forward to moving out either wak in the world of
work or going inte the servies or eontinudng with their eduestion, We have in-
terviews for emch of these boys, once for an olghty minute interview, mgin again
reburning to the mein headinge, in » gense, thet we followed with the aighth and
ninth grade boys., Thia tine attempting to get them to reconstruct for us their
lives through high school so that we can get » betier victure of what it wag like
for them in high school, what were the trings that most intereated them, whot wore
the thinge that they got most from, how did their friendehip vatterns ¢hange, and
that sort of thing., We will try to get them sgain in »bout three worve yeare when
those who go %o college sre just sbout ready to go out either into the service then
or in the world of work, but s.me boys will have bscoune established in some pabe
tern of work where other boys who heve gone into the service or jast sbont Peady
te complete thelr fourth year in the militazy 2nd will be lonking forward %o the
com@inuing or coming out snd zoing to work, Asnin after we will hove renented
sontacts with these boys,about three more ot approximately five year intervale
after thie tine, For the moment we ave exnctly sure just how we will et in btoneh
with them or whet will be our vrocedures, These are the tHingas that heve to wais
more-or-less until the circumstences arise so that you ern get the feel of the
eituation and try to find out jush how you going to go sbout things, Up until a
Jear we were not definite exactly what sort of interviews we wonld hold with the
baya in the twelfth grade, what sort of teabs we wounld give, would give exectly
the same batteries - these things develon along the line., Ve ave in the feeling

stage and consequently there sre no deflalte mswerg out e yet, I have had quite
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& number of people to ask me when are we golng to publish or get something out,
PThis 1s the sort of thing that hae to walt until the peeovle in your study dee
velop., We hope te have our first monograph out this Winter, but thet ie besidew

the polant, I think thet I have about reached the end of my string,
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